HENRY VIII (1491-1547)

King of England « Father of English Reformation « "Defender of the Faith" « Tudor Monarch

BIOGRAPHICAL BASICS LIFE TIMELINE

4Full Name: Henry Tudor 1491 Born at Greenwich Palace; second son, not expected to inherit throne

#Born: June 28, 1491, Greenwich Palace | 1502 Brother Arthur dies; Henry becomes heir apparent; betrothed to Catherine of Aragon

“iDied: January 28, 1547, Whitehall Palace . . .

4Age at D t:, - - 0 | 1509 Becomes king at 17; marries Catherine of Aragon 6 weeks later

#Age at Death: 55 years, 7 months X ) )

4Reign: 1509-1547 (37 years, 9 months) | 1513 Invades France; wins Battle of Spurs; James IV of Scotland killed at Flodden

4fFather: Henry VII (first Tudor king) | 1516 Daughter Mary born to Catherine; only surviving child of marriage

“iMother: Elizabeth of York | 1521 Writes "Defense of Seven Sacraments"; Pope grants title "Defender of Faith"

#Dynasty: House of Tudor | 1527 Begins seeking annulment from Catherine; "The King's Great Matter"

wPred : Henry VI (fath ) ) ) )

G A T U () | 1533 Secretly marries Anne Boleyn; annuls Catherine marriage; excommunicated

#Successor: Edward VI (son)

“iWives: 6 total (2 executed, 2 divorced, 1 died, 1 survived) I 1534 Act of Supremacy makes Henry head of Church of England

#Children: Mary I, Elizabeth |, Edward VI | 1536 Anne Boleyn executed; marries Jane Seymore; Pilgrimage of Grace rebellion

#iHeight: 6'2" (188 cm) - very tall for era | 1537 Son Edward born; Jane Seymore dies in childbirth complications

“Weight (final): ~320 Ibs (145 kg) | 1540 Marries Anne of Cleves; annulled same year; marries Catherine Howard

dl-anguages: English, Latin, French, Spanish, ltalian | 1542 Catherine Howard executed for adultery; begins Irish campaign

““iEducation: Private tutors, theology, classical studies ) 3 . .

9% | 1543 Marries Catherine Parr (6th wife); launches final French campaign
| 1547 Dies at Whitehall Palace; 9-year-old Edward VI becomes king
THE SIX WIVE ENGLISH REFORMATION COURT LIFE & CULTURE
1 Catheri o7 150901533 Break with Rome Renaissance Monarch
. Catherine of Aragon =
9 ( ) Trigger: Pope's refusal to annul Catherine marriage Humanist Education: Studied with leading scholars

Marriage: 24 years Act of Supremacy (1534): Henry becomes head of English Church Musician: Composed songs, played multiple instruments

Fate: Divorced/annulled Dissolution (1536-1541): Monasteries closed, wealth seized Athlete: Jousting, tennis, hunting, wrestling

Children: Mary | (later Queen) Thomas More executed: Refused to accept Henry's supremacy Scholar: Wrote theological treatises

Reason for divorce: Failed to produce male heir Religious Changes Palace Life
Church of England: Independent from papal authority 60+ Palaces: Massive building program

2. Anne BOIeyn (1533'1536) English Bible: Authorized vernacular translation Hampton Court: Acquired from Wolsey, expanded

Marriage: 3 years Book of Common Prayer: Standardized English liturgy Whitehall: Largest palace in Europe

Fate: Executed (beheaded) Conservative theology: Maintained Catholic doctrines Nonsuch Palace: Built to rival French chateaux

g:"dre"ffgzﬁbeml' ('a'E’Q,“ee”t) Political Consequences Arts Patronage

ELELEB ARG, UCEREN, [ Parliamentary power: Used Parliament to legitimize changes Hans Holbein: Court painter, famous portraits

Royal wealth: Massive income from monastery lands Music: Maintained large musical establishment

3. Jane Seymore (1536-1537) Noble loyalty: Rewarded supporters with church property Literature: Encouraged English writers
International isolation: Catholic powers became enemies Architecture: Renaissance style introduction

Marriage: 1 year, 4 months
Fate: Died in childbirth Key Figures Physical Transformation
Children: Edward VI

e ) a a n Thomas Wolsey: Cardinal, early advisor (fell from favor) Young Henry: Athletic, handsome, 6'2" tall
Significance: Only wife to give male heir Thomas Cromwell: Chief minister, architect of Reformation Jousting accident (1536): Leg injury, personality change
Thomas Cranmer: Archbishop of Canterbury Later years: Obese, 52" waist, chronic pain
4. Anne of Cleves (1 540) Thomas More: Lord Chancellor (executed for opposition) Health issues: Possibly diabetes, leg ulcers

Marriage: 6 months

Fate: Divorced/annulled

Children: None

Reason: Marriage never consummated; political alliance failed

FAMOUS QUOTES MAJOR POLICIES & LEGI TION MILITARY CAMPAIGN

"I beseech you to think that a king's word should be like his

" Act of Supremacy (1534) French Wars (1512-1514, 1522-1525, 1542-1546)
bond, that what he says he means. - -
Purpose: Established Henry as Supreme Head of Church of England, Battle of Spurs (1513): Victory over French cavalry
I "Uneasy lies the head that wears a crown.” breaking papal authority and creating independent English church. Siege of Boulogne (1544): Captured French port city
Cost: Enormous expense, sold monastery lands to fund
"The things done well and with a care, exempt themselves from Dissolution of Monasteries (1536-1541) Alliance: Partnered with Holy Roman Emperor

fear. Impact: Closed 800+ monasteries, transferred 25% of England's land to

Crown, funded royal treasury and rewarded nobility. Scottish Conflicts
Flodden (1513): James IV killed, Scotland devastated

: Rough Wooing (1544-1551): Attempted to force marriage alliance
Act of Succession (1534) Border raids: Constant warfare with Scottish clans
Solway Moss (1542): Major English victory

"l would rather lose half my dominions than be held in contempt
by my subjects.”

"A good face they say, is a letter of recommendation. O N?tU’ev Content: Declared Mary illegitimate, established Elizabeth as heir,
Nature, why art thou so dishonest, as ever to send men with required oath of loyalty to new succession.

these false recommendations into the World!" 0 q
Irish Campaigns

I "I will not allow anyone to speak more eloquently than myself." Treason Act (1534) Crown of Ireland (1542): Declared himself King of Ireland
Scope: Expanded treason definition to include words against king, used to Plantation policy: English colonization program
"The King's good servant, but God's first." (Thomas More's execute More, Fisher, and others. Religious conversion: Imposed Protestant reforms
words about serving Henry) Gaelic resistance: Faced ongoing Irish rebellion
. . I A f Union with Wal 1
I "Pastime with good company I love and shall until | die." ctiofllihio = t alesi 5_36) - "
Result: Formally incorporated Wales into England, imposed English law Naval Development
I "l am the King of England, and I will have my will." and language, created Welsh parliamentary seats. Royal Navy expansion: Built 50+ new warships
Mary Rose: Flagship (sank 1545, raised 1982)
Crown of Ireland Act (1542) Portsmouth dockyard: Major naval base construction

Coastal defenses: Built fortifications against invasion

Change Upgraded Henry from Lord to King of Ireland, began systematic

LASTING LEGACY & MODERN RELEVANCE

English Reformation: Henry's break with Rome fundamentally transformed English religion and politics. The Church of Irish Colonialism: Henry's declaration as King of Ireland and plantation policies began systematic English colonization
England remains the established church, with the monarch as Supreme Governor. This religious independence became that shaped Irish-English relations for centuries. The religious and cultural conflicts he initiated continued through the Irish
central to English national identity and influenced the development of Protestantism worldwide. War of Independence and Northern Ireland troubles.

Constitutional Monarchy: Henry's use of Parliament to legitimize his religious and marital changes strengthened Economic Transformation: The dissolution of monasteries represented one of the largest transfers of wealth in English
parliamentary authority. While he remained an absolute monarch, his precedent of ruling through Parliament laid history. This redistribution strengthened the nobility and gentry, creating the social structure that would dominate England
groundwork for later constitutional developments that limited royal power. for centuries and fund later economic expansion.

Cultural Impact: Henry VIl remains one of history's most recognizable monarchs, largely due to his six marriages and Legal Precedents: Henry's expansion of treason laws to include verbal criticism established dangerous precedents for
dramatic personal life. His story has inspired countless books, films, and television series, making him a enduring figure in  restricting free speech. His methods of using legal means to achieve political ends influenced later approaches to
popular culture and historical consciousness. managing dissent and opposition.

Female Succession: Despite his obsession with male heirs, Henry's daughters Mary | and Elizabeth | both became Architectural Heritage: Henry's massive building program created architectural landmarks that survive today. Hampton
queens. Elizabeth's 45-year reign proved that female monarchs could be highly successful, challenging gender Court Palace, parts of Whitehall, and numerous other buildings showcase Tudor architecture and represent one of
assumptions about rulership and establishing precedent for future female monarchs. England's most important building periods.

Religious Persecution: Henry's reign established patterns of religious persecution that continued for centuries. His Modern Monarchy: Henry's reign demonstrates both the power and limitations of absolute monarchy. His personal
execution of Catholics and Protestants alike for religious reasons contributed to ongoing sectarian conflicts and failures—inability to secure succession, financial extravagance, and political miscalculations—illustrated problems that
demonstrated how religious differences could become matters of life and death in politics. influenced the evolution toward constitutional monarchy. Modern monarchs still hold the title "Defender of the Faith" that

Henry received and later repurposed.




